SIGNING THE “NATIONAL COMITY AGREEMENT” 


Left to right—seated: Dr. Frank A. Smith, American Baptist Home Mission Society; Dr. Ernest M. 
Halliday, Church Extension Boards, Congregational and Christian Ohurches; Dr. Charles E. 
Schaeffer, Board of Home Missions, Evangelical and Reformed Church. Left to right—standing: 
Dr. Hermann N. Morse, Board of National Missions, Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A.; Dr. William 
R. King, Exeeutive Secretary, Home Missions Council; Dr. Mark A. Dawber, Board of Home 
Missions and Church Extension, Methodist Episcopal Church. The Comity Agreement, signed on 
May 17, provides for the elimination of all competitive expenditures in home missions, The Agreement 
will be signed later by Dr. Grant K. Lewis, acting for the Disciples, who have already approved it. 
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Coming Events 


A calendar of the more important national 
meetings of church organizations, so far as 
known to the BULLETIN, is published monthly 
in this column. 
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THE EDITORIAL OUTLOOK 


Long Forgotten Men 


ORGOTTEN MEN have a way of bobbing 
KF up for considerable attention, as witness 
the sharecroppers on cotton plantations. 
They have been forgotten for decades. They 
_have been forgotton by men professing great 
_ interest in forgotten men, by the present federal 
administration as well as by previous adminis- 
trations. 

For the program aimed at a better adjustment 
of the supply of cotton and existing markets has 
~ been followed by the most serious human prob- 
lems among the families that are without land 
and frequently without equipment. The Agri- 
cultural Adjustment Administration contract 
aimed at maintenance by landlords of the num- 
ber of tenants and sharecroppers employed prior 
to the adjustment program. Opportunities to 
work and acreage were to be shared. 

It was too much to expect that there would be 
100 per cent performance of contracts by land- 
lords. How much evasion there has been, no 
one knows. But where there is so much smoke, 
there must be some fire. The woeful result has 
been that the cotton adjustment program has 
displaced much labor which had nowhere to go 
except on relief rolls. 

The newly established Resettlement Admin- 
istration promises to do something by relocat- 
ing families on small plots of land, suitable for 
gardening and small diversified farming. There 
has also been debate in Congress of a bill in- 
troduced by Senator Bankhead of Alabama, call- 
ing for a large Farmers Homes Corporation, 
which would buy land, build homes and sell 
properties on easy terms to landless, moneyless 
families. Such plans all call for the maintenance 
of families by “subsistence farming,” but also 
with some emphasis on a so-called ‘“‘money 
crop,” such as cotton. Although all such plans 
are precarious, and may be doomed to failure, 


they deserve a fair trial, if only because they 
are the only ones likely now to be attempted. 
The Federal Council’s Department of Race 
Relations, in codperation with the Department 
of Research and Education, is about to publish 
a thorough study of sample plantations and 
cotton-growing communities in Arkansas. This 
reveals, for example, that on the ten plantations 
studied intensively, sharecroppers had a weekly 
cash income of $2.84 in 1929, $1.76 in 1931 and 
$1.62 in 1933; and a weekly income in kind of 
$3.31 in 1929, $2.11 in 1931, and $2.14 in 1933. 
It is high time that these long forgotten men 
came more prominently into the national agri- 
cultural program and that the churches con- 
cerned themselves to a greater extent about one 
of the most difficult situations in American life. 


Beyond Toleration 


HE INSTITUTE of Human Relations, 
being held on the campus of Williams 
College by the National Conference of 
Jews and Christians while the BULLETIN is in 
press, is interesting not merely because it is the 
most ambitious attempt to bring together Pro- 
testants, Catholics and Jews for unhurried con- 
sideration of their contacts and clashes, but be- 
cause of the contrast which it presents with the 
spirit that dominates more than one land across 
the seas at the present hour. While the strains 
and tensions of inter-group relations are being 
daily intensified elsewhere, in America thought- 
ful leaders dare to believe that ancient tribalisms 
and inherited suspicions that have hindered the 
free association of citizens of different religious 
traditions may be moderated by acquaintance 
and a mutual effort to understand. 

Doubtless there must be competitions be- 
tween social groups, but these need not be de- 
structive or lead to hostility. They may be con- 
structive and creative. Nothing can be more 
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fruitful than a concerted study of the conditions 
essential to a wholesome community life wherein 
differences are not merely tolerated but re- 
spected. At the Williamstown Institute dis- 
tinguished representatives of the three great 
religious groups are leading in the systematic 
discussion of some of their common interests 
and concerns as citizens of the one country and 
are planning educational programs to promote 
better inter-group relations. 


Progress in State-Wide Cooperation 


HE ORGANIZATIONAL unit which is 

' of greatest importance to the advance of 
codperative Protestantism in America is 

the state. The two other units are the national 
and the local. The latter may range from a 
community to a county. The greatest progress 
has been made in these units. 

By the close of the first decade of this century 
the Federal Council, the Home Missions Coun- 
cil and the International Sunday School Asso- 
ciation, which developed into the International 
Council of Religious Education, were well es- 
tablished. The programs adopted were being 
put into operation. Gradually interrelation of 
interdenominational organizations grew until 
1934, when the presidents and general secre- 
taries of the seven interdenominational organi- 
zations formed the Conference of Interdenomi- 
national Executives, thus securing the much de- 
sired unification in planning and working. Mr. 
Russell H. Colgate is chairman of this confer- 
ence; Dr. Samuel McCrea Cavert secretary. 

Cities, counties, and smaller communities 
have formed local organizations for the purpose 
of codperation. Ministers’ associations are most 
common. Recognizing the need of the help of 
the laity, many cities have formed councils (or 
federations) of churches, the churches being 
officially represented by lay members and pas- 
tors. Fifty such cities have headquarters and 
employed executives. 

The state councils have made relatively slow 
progress. While it is true that the Massachu- 
setts Federation of Churches antedated the 
Federal Council, the first state to form a com- 
prehensive interdenominational organization 
did so in 1933. In that year, through merger, 
the Connecticut Council of Churches and Re- 
ligious Education was formed in order that 
the entire program of the entire Church for the 
entire state might be put into operation. 

The most noteworthy development today is 
along the state level. By mergers, by evolution, 
by reorganization, the following states have 
unified the Protestant codperation: Connecticut, 


ning a new era in Christian codperation. 
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Massachusetts, New York, Illinois, Wisconsin, 
Nebraska, California, Oregon, Washington. 
Plans are under consideration in Michigan, Colo- 
rado, North Carolina, Oklahoma, Kansas, and 
Missouri, with fair prospects of success. In such 
states as North Dakota, South Dakota, Indiana 
and Virginia, the councils of religious education 
are accepting larger responsibilities, recognizing 
that the program of education calls for expres- 
sion in all areas of Christian service. 

On June 29 and 30, 1935, twenty secretaries 
of the Federal Council, the Home Missions 
Council, the International Council, the Council 
of Women for Home Missions, the National 
Council of Federated Church Women, conferred 
at Lake Geneva, Wis., in six intense sessions 
over problems of common interest. The greater 
interest centered in principles of organization, 
of operation and activities in states. The only 
way to secure the participation of the great rank 
and file of churches in codperative tasks is 
through the success of state councils operating in 
the full field of Christian service. 

Following this, from July 1 to 6, the execu- 
tive secretaries of councils of churches, of coun- 
cils of churches and Christian education, and 
the employed officers of councils of religious edu- 
cation held their annual conferences at Lake 
Geneva. Many hours were spent in joint ses- 
sions. From first to last the state program 
occupied the center of the stage. The discus- 
sions often were very earnest, giving abundant 
evidence that the importance of the state as a 
unit in the nation-wide program of codperation 
is being recognized more fully. 

Back of all this discussion are many years 
of experience. This experience in the field of 
religious education is greater on the state level 
than in any other field. The story of the In- 
ternational Sunday School Association is the 
story of the formation of state organizations by 
the lay leadership and should be read with 
searching of heart by all those who feel that re- 
ligious work has been too much professionalized. 

State councils and federations of churches did 
not generally make much progress in the past. 
First, there were many so-called paper state 
federations. These soon perished with some 
half-dozen exceptions. These states demon- 
strated the possibilities of such codperation, 
making it possible to formulate plans, the need 
of which is readily recognized and the possi- 
bilities of which have been demonstrated. 

If the present temper abides in the Church, 
we can confidently expect that we are begin- 
At 
the basis of it all is religious education. Here 
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the creative spirit will lay the foundation on 
which will be developed Christian nurture and 
evangelism, betterment of social, civic, econom- 
ic, racial, international relations. Such organi- 
zations as will make codperative effort effective 
will be formed. Necessary headquarters and 
executive leadership will be secured with the 
minimum organization and expense. Existing 
state denominational organizations will be mo- 
bilized so that Christian plans agreed upon na- 
tionally may be brought down to the smallest 
community and the smallest community may 
make its essential contribution to the spiritual 
welfare of the nation and of the world. 


Why Japan and the U.S. Will 


Remain Friends 


N CONNECTION with his visit to the 
Orient last Spring, Dr. John R. Mott has 
jotted down his mature reflections on the 

present situation between Japan and the United 
States. It is such an illuminating summary of 
the grounds for confidence that the historic 
friendly relations between the two countries will 
be maintained that the BULLETIN is privileged 
to be able to present it as an expression of its 
own convictions: 


“1. Basically our economic interests will continue to be 
best furthered by a policy of peace, goodwill, and codp- 
eration. Our business interests and trade activities are 
in the main supplementary. 

“2. The great majority of the people who make up 
the real body and life of our nations are not at enmity. 
They desire nothing but friendly relations. 

“3. In the cultural realm, and in that of present-day 
intellectual codperation, our friendship and collaboration 
repose on solid foundations. There is, for example, in 
America, a markedly growing interest in Japanese art. 

“4, There are twenty influential voices and pens to- 
day speaking and writing for right international relations, 
where there was one in the years I began my life of 
international travel and service. 

“5. The two nations are coming to understand each 
other better. Without doubt there are two Americas and 
two Japans. The real America and the real Japan are 
peace-making, and their influence is destined to become 
greater. 

“6. Personal contacts between our peoples continue 
greatly to multiply, and the network of personal friend- 
ship being woven is strengthening from year to year. 

“7. The fact that so many discerning and unselfish 
leaders of our countries are keenly aware of the dangers 
and perils which beset present-day international relations 
in general, and our nations in particular, and are deter- 
mined to avert or overcome them, is in itself most reas- 

suring. 

8. The fact that the world in recent years has been 
so busy in building up the structure of larger and more 
profound international understanding and cooperation, 
and the further fact of the tremendous growth of peace 
sentiment, agencies, and programs within the last few 
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years, is unmistakably making for greater amity and for 
better conceived and more fruitful efforts to eliminate 
causes of distrust and ill-will. 


“9. It is of the greatest significance that the religious 
forces of our two countries are positively and aggressively 
doing so much to foster understanding, fellowship, and 
united action. 


-~ “10. It would be difficult to exaggerate the steadying 
and anchoring influence of the first treaty between Japan 
and the United States. The language of that historic 
instrument has never been surpassed as the expression of 
the finer feelings and deeper convictions of our people, 
namely, to maintain ‘perfect, permanent, and universal 
peace, and a sincere and cordial amity between the 
United States of America on the one part, and the Em- 
pire of Japan on the other part, and between their people 
respectively, without exception of persons or places’.” 


The Church and a Revived Caesarism 


N “CHURCH, Community and State: A 
World Issue,” Dr. J. H. Oldham of London, 
a brilliant Christian leader of wide inter- 
national influence and exceptionally clear insight, 
deals trenchantly with a major question of con- 
temporary life the world over: how shall the 
Church meet the prodigious expansion in the 
functions of the State since the World War? 
In the increasing demands of the modern State 
he sees grave dangers, illustrated in extreme 
form in the totalitarian claims of the communist 
or fascist state. But even where the State has 
not extended its power in those novel ways, he 
finds the Church confronting a situation in many 
respects like that faced by the primitive Church 
in the Roman Empire. 

Dr. Oldham does not present these problems 
simply to arouse alarm. He shows that the 
Christian Church has an answer and has re- 
sources for meeting the crisis. ‘‘God uses such 
occasions,” he declares, “‘as a means of taking 
His children and making them worthy to be 
called His sons.” 


The latter half of the book is devoted to a 
discussion of the action to which the churches 
have been impelled, namely, the calling of a 
World Conference in 1937 to consider the theme, 
“Church, Community and State.” 

The hope and expectation of the Universal 
Christian Council, on whose behalf Dr. Old- 
ham has produced this work, is that it will be 
widely used in all parts of the English-speaking 
world to stimulate thinking and bring out 
various points of view bearing on a problem 
which is urgent and universal. The bibliography 
which it contains will be of value to many who 
have time and inclination for wider reading. 
Copies can be had from the Federal Council’s 
Department of Relations with Churches Abroad 
at twenty-five cents each. 


- = —— 
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Appeal to Clergy to 


HE FEDERAL Council of Churches has issued 

; the results of a study on methods of safeguarding 

the marriage relationship against careless and 
ill-suited marriages and hasty divorces. It holds that 
the standards of procedure on the part of many of the 
clergy in dealing with marriages are too lax, and that it 
is the duty of the minister who unites people in marriage 
to give instruction on the subject. 

The Chairman of the Committee on Marriage and the 
Home, by which the study was made, is Dr. Howard 
- Chandler Robbins, Professor of Pastoral Theology in 
the General Theological Seminary. The Secretary is 
Dr. L. Foster Wood. 

The results of a questionnaire sent out by the Com- 
mittee to clergymen who have taken a special interest in 
problems of family life reveals that relatively few are 
giving serious attention to pre-marital counselling. One 
minister replied: “Of two hundred eighty-five couples 
whom I have married, I know the whereabouts of only 
eleven, and I am in touch with one.” Another minister 
said: “One doesn’t know of the weddings usually until 
they arrive at the door.” While these are held to be 
extreme cases, they are regarded as evidence of need for 
more exacting standards of marriage procedure on the 
part of a large number of the clergy. 

A movement among ministers for holding pre-marital 
interviews with couples who come to them for marriage 
is reported as making rapid headway. An inquiry into 
the instruction given on this subject in theological semin- 
aries discloses that in at least thirty-three of the leading 
theological institutions students are definitely advised to 
conduct pre-marital interviews in connection with the 
marriages which they perform. 

The study gives detailed attention to the technique, 
aims and content of such pre-marital instruction. Among 
the subjects on which the Committee insists that the 
ministers should be informed are the degrees of acquaint- 
ance and compatibility of temperament of the persons 
in question, their religious backgrounds and the attitudes 
of their families toward the marriage. Ministers are fur- 
ther urged to ascertain whether prospective mates under- 
stand the nature of permanent love, whether they are in 
sympathy with the distinctive aims of Christian mar- 
riage, whether they have adequate knowledge of the 
sexual relationship in marriage, the responsibility of 
parenthood, and the spacing of children for the protection 
of the health of mothers and the welfare of the whole 
family. 

Well-planned courses of training for marriage and 
homemaking, from childhood up, are urged as an integral 
part of the program.of religious education in the home 
and the church. 
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Safeguard Marriages 


An important section dealing with the minister’s re- 
sponsibility says: 
‘ “There is little value in blaming the individual pastor who is 
merely following an unfortunate tradition and is often a victim 
of unfavorable circumstances for which he is not entirely respon- 
sible. But when we think of the ministry as a group, the con- 
clusion is inescapable that most Protestant ministers in America 
are lending themselves to a careless type of marriage procedure. 
It is encouraging to note that the ministers, both in city and 
country parishes, who are attempting to make marriage really 
sacred are increasing in numbers. Judging from results already 
achieved in limited areas there would seem to be a fair chance of 
stemming the tide of divorce, of raising the standards of marriage 
and of enhancing the prestige of the Church.” 

The report advises ministers to encourage prospective 
husbands and wives to have a medical examination: 


“Even in the great majority of cases in which a medical exam- 
ination would reveal no obstacle to marriage, a competent medical 
adviser can give the couple such valuable help that it is to be 
desired that physicians should give more attention to pre-marital 
counselling and that a medical examination should become a regu- 
lar part of the preparation of young people for marriage.” 

The significance of religious training in preventing 
divorce is summarized as follows: 


“Tt is of no slight importance that families in which the mem- 
bers are faithful to their religious duties show a much smaller, in 
fact, almost negligible percentage of divorce. Homes whose do- 
mestic ties are bound together in God are more secure than are 
homes established on secular motives. Young people respond to 
the highest thoughts of the home which they are to establish, or 
may be led so to respond. Their love for each other stirs up the 
best in them and makes them sensitive to the spiritual appeal. If 
the minister presents the help of religion to their venture with the 
earnest wish to build up the life of the two whom he is to unite 
he will not only help to safeguard the marriage but will also be 
building the true household of God on earth.” 

The whole report, a document of about 9,000 words, 


is available for twenty cents. 


New Bulletin on Far Eastern Situation 


“The ABC of American-Japanese Relations” is the 
title of a new 12-page bulletin prepared by Walter W. 
Van Kirk, secretary of the Federal Council’s Department 
of International Justice and Goodwill, for the purpose of 
giving essential information on the subject .in brief popu- 
lar form. The document surveys the problems which 
Japan is facing, including its difficult economic situation, 
reviews recent political developments, and presents the 
historical background of American-Japanese relations. It 
concludes with an outline of a constructive program for 
peace between Japan and the United States along the 
lines approved by the Federal Council’s Executive Com- 
mittee. 

The pamphlet will be exceedingly useful to discussion 
groups in churches and to others who are interested in 
the Christian approach to international affairs. It can 
be had for 5 cents per copy; $3.00 per 100. 
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Conference on Social Work Appeals for Security 


ence of Social Work, held in Montreal in June, 

deals with the problems of social security in the 
United States and Canada. The Message is a joint 
statement to the church people of the two nations, issued 
by the Church Conference and the Social Service Council 
of Canada. The chairman of the committee which drafted 
the Message was Rev. C. E. Silcox, secretary of the 

Canadian Council. 

The Message holds that “With all our wealth of natu- 
ral resources and highly developed technical skills there is 
no adequate reason for any delay in effecting a readjust- 
ment of our social and economic order in harmony with 
fundamental human rights to decent subsistence. The 
part of the Message most commented upon is its insist- 
ence that social security is a goal so important as to 
justify amending the Constitution and the British North 

- American Act if necessary: “We recognize that before 
such security is attained, it may be necessary in both 
the United States and Canada to make drastic modifica- 
tions in the federal constitutions. Surely, however, the 
fathers who revolted in 1776 did not expect their chil- 
dren to acquiesce permanently in social injustice, nor did 
those who postulated the inalienable right of men to 

life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness, expect that the 
great republic should have freed itself from one tyranny 
in the eighteenth century only to succumb in the twen- 
tieth century to the tyranny of a man-made constitution. 
This constitution and the British North American Act 
have served worthy purposes, and should never be hastily 
amended, but the eternal laws of God are greater than 
any constitution, and the exigencies of our national and 
international life demand a prompt and thorough rethink- 
ing of the fundamental structure of our two common- 
wealths. We serve a living God.” 


Other significant parts of the statement follow: 


“While we urge all steps necessary to a reasoned na- 
tional security, and to the greater distribution of the 
abundance and wealth which God has provided for the 
people of these countries, we also assert that there are 
definite limits to the degree of social security which is 
conducive to moral and spiritual growth. Security may 
be a source of the abundant life; it may also be a source 
of moral and spiritual disintegration. We must never 
lose sight of the need of adventure and courage in the 
face of the unknown, while the Cross of Christ ever 
challenges us to live dangerously. This is the historic 
Protestant tradition of which we are properly proud. 
Hence, in any recodification of our laws or in any recon- 
struction of our social and economic structure, we must 
safeguard the distinctly American emphasis on private 
initiative, even as we resolutely take collective action in 
the direction of social security. 

“As we have engaged in these discussions, we have 
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seen more clearly than ever the priority of spiritual 
values. Not by techniques, however necessary, nor by 
the arbitrary distribution of the means of life, however 
imperative, but by the common recognition of the spir- 
itual and moral values can we attain unto salvation for 
the individual and for society. The self-giving love of 
God must flow through Calvary into our lives, and 
through us into every field of social effort. All sound 
social action awaits an enlightened conscience and the 
acceptance of a social philosophy in harmony with the 
Christian conscience. 

“Today men are suffering not alone in their bodies 
but in their souls and the causes for such suffering are 
not only in the disintegration of our economic life, but 
in the fearful demoralization of all sound standards of 
living. We must recover for all the Christian standards 
for the spiritual and ethical life. We must once again 
become aware of God and of His purpose for mankind. 
We must help to resolve those inner conflicts of the mind 
and soul which tragically result today in disordered and 
anarchic personalities. Such lives can only be reorgan- 
ized around great and dominating principles, and to 
provide these is the prime and perennial function of the 
Church. If the Church is to perform this historic min- 
istry, she must both acquire a new and passionate sense 
of God and avail herself of all the information concerning 
human behavior which the best psychologists of our day 
have acquired. Because of this, we have devoted no little 
time in this conference to the consideration of the best 
means by which our ministers and church workers can be 
given clinical training in psychiatry and moral theology, 
and thus become more aware of the deep causes of the 
pathology of the soul. 

“We have also given due recognition to the necessity 
of maintaining in all social work conducted under the 
auspices of the Church, the highest standards of pro- 
fessional workmanship. The essentially spiritual motive 
in our workers must be combined with a thorough and 
practical knowledge of all tried techniques and pro- 
cedure. Our churches cannot afford to employ workers 
with inferior education and training. True social work 
is a fine art, resulting from the fusion of spiritual pas- 
sion with scientific technique.” 


On Adult Education 


Frederick L. Fagley, Secretary of the Congregational 
Committee on Adult Education, has recently prepared “A 
Little Handbook on Adult Education,” which is issued 
by Pilgrim Press at ten cents a copy and which will be 
very useful to all who are interested in the educational 
responsibilities of the local church for its adult members. 
The booklet outlines principles, suggests a plan for group 
meetings, describes qualifications of a leader and pro- 
cedures to be followed in group discussions. 
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A New Inter-Council Unity 


cil of Churches and of the International Council 

of Religious Education, the Home Missions 
Council and the Council of Women for Home Missions, 
held at Lake Geneva, Wisconsin, on June 29 and 30, 
marked a new stage of development in the codperative 
relations between these national bodies. The two days 
were spent in a thorough study of their programs and 
plans. It was found that at many points they can rein- 
force each other more than they have been doing, and 
provision was made for codperation in several ways. 

Mrs. James T. Ferguson, Executive Vice-President of 
_ the National Council of Federated Church Women, was 
also present and participated in the discussions. 

The most significant decision was that which looks 
toward holding a similar joint meeting of the staffs of 
these several bodies at least twice a year. In this way 
it is expected that a working unity will be developed both 
in educational programs and in the approach to the field. 


‘\ JOINT meeting of the staffs of the Federal Coun- 


The Federal Council Meets in Mid-West 


The June meeting of the Executive Committee of the 
Federal Council of Churches was held on June 28 at the 
North Shore Hotel, Evanston, Illinois. Dr. Ivan Lee 
Holt, the Chairman, who had just returned from a trip 
of several months in the Orient and in Australia, was in 
the chair. The whole day was spent in reviewing the 
programs of the several departments and in making 
plans for the summer and early fall. 


During the luncheon hour there was a round-table 
conference on the theme, “Present Trends in Codpera- 
tion and Unity.” The chief point of discussion had to 
do with the ways in which the Council can make its 
largest contribution to the development of a larger Chris- 
tian unity in the local community, the nation and the 
world. 

The outstanding feature of the meeting was the dinner 
at the North Shore Hotel in honor of Dr. Ivan Lee Holt. 
More than one hundred and fifty guests heard him give 
a masterful address on “American Christianity in the 
Orient.” In describing the situation in China he portrayed 
a coming struggle between Christianity and Communism. 
In regard to Japan he pleaded for a patient effort to 
understand the grave problems which the Japanese people 
confront. He expressed the strong conviction that 
Christian forces of the United States and Canada in 
cooperation with the Christian forces of Japan and China 
can have a greater influence than any other factor in 
preserving peace in the Pacific. 

Dr. Herbert L. Willett, Chairman of the Federal 
Council’s Mid-West Committee, was chairman of the 
dinner meeting. 


One of the main developments in connection with this 
inter-council unity is the formation of an “Inter-Council 
Field Committee,” representing the Federal Council, the 
International Council of Religious Education and the 
Home Missions Councils, for the purpose of joint action 
in building up more effective codperation of churches, 
councils of religious education, and home missionary 
superintendents in state and local areas. The Chairman 
of this Inter-Council Field Committee is Dr. William R. 
King, of the Home Missions Council; the Vice-Chairman, 
Dr. Roy B. Guild, of the Federal Council of Churches; 
and the Secretary, Harry B. Munro, of the International 
Council of Religious Education. 

The Inter-Council Field Committee held two meetings 
at Lake Geneva during the first week in July, and Mrs. 
Ferguson was invited to sit with the Committee for the 
sake of clearness in regard to the relation of women’s 
cooperative service to the general movement of church 
cooperation. 


Church Membership Gains a Million in 
a Year 


The churches of the United States continue to increase 
in membership, and the increase for 1934 was well over a 
million—one of the largest ever recorded—according to 
the report prepared by Dr. George Linn Kieffer, Presi- 
dent of the American Association of Religious Statis- 
ticians, and published in the Christian Herald. The total — 
gain in membership was 1,222,064; the gain in “adult” 
membership, thirteen years of age and over, was 910,651. 

The Methodists, whose rate of increase for several 
years previous was not so large, have risen to the head 
of the list of Protestant denominations, with a total net 
gain of 210,475 members in 1934. The Baptists, who 
have led for several years, come second, with a gain of 
161,720. The Lutherans are third, with a gain of 
101,118. Other leading denominations also gained sub- 
stantially. Among them, the Disciples of Christ gained 
29,282, the Presbyterians 21,764, and the Episcopalians 
22,159. 

The total adult membership of the churches of the 
United States, including Protestant, Catholic and Jewish, 
now stands at 62,035,688. Ninety-seven and seventy-four 
one-hundredths of a percent of the total are found in 
fifty denominations, only 2.26 percent in the 157 smaller 
bodies. 

The percentage of increase in church membership over 
the previous year was 2.01, compared with 0.58 percent 
increase in the general population. The percentage of the 
total population reported as belonging to the churches 
has risen from 46.6 percent in 1926 to 49.07 percent in 
1934. 
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International Conferences Face World 
Problems 


A series of international conferences which have been 
held in Europe during August are attracting the attention 
of American Christians as well as those of other lands 
because of the crucial religious problems with which they 
are dealing. From August 2 to 8 an International Con- 
ference of Christian Youth, organized jointly by the 
World Alliance for International Friendship through the 
Churches and the Universal Christian Council, met at 
Chamby-sur-Montreux, Switzerland, and considered the 
general subject, “Freedom and Authority.” This was 
followed from August 12 to 18 by the triennial plenary 
meeting of the World Alliance, at which the most acute 
problems affecting world peace were faced by some of 
the most thoughtful leaders drawn from the different 
nations of the world. 

From August 18 to 24, also at Chamby, the Executive 
Committee of the Universal Christian Council for Life 
and Work was in session. One of the chief issues with 
which it had to deal was the problem of German Protest- 
antism and its struggle to counteract the efforts at sup- 
pression of freedom and also the neo-pagan movement. 

The meeting of the Continuation Committee of the 
World Conference on Faith and Order was held at 
Hindsgaul, Denmark, August 4 to 7, at which time plans 
were made for the conference which is to be held in 
1937 as a follow-up of the Lausanne Conference of 1927. 

Beginning on September 2, the International Commit- 
tee of the European Central Office for Inter-Church Aid 
is to be held in Vienna. 

Among the American churchmen who <are attending 
one or more of these conferences are S. Parkes Cadman, 
William Adams Brown, Henry A. Atkinson, Henry S. 
Leiper, Fred B. Smith, Walter W. Van Kirk and Sam- 
uel McCrea Cavert. A fuller report of the meetings will 
be given in the next issue of the BULLETIN. 


Textbook on Family Life 


“Growing Together in the Family,” is the subject of a 
study course written by Dr. L. Foster Wood, secretary 
of the Federal Council’s Committee on Marriage and the 
Home, for the use of groups in local churches and Chris- 
tian Associations. Students of the subject are enthusias- 
tic in their praise of the little volume, which they believe 
will fill a great need in the development of the Church’s 
educational program. 

The six chapters deal with the major problems in 
connection with family life. The book begins with a 
discussion of the nature and aims of marriage and of 
the bases of success in the home partnership. A chapter 
of unusual insight discusses “the deepening of married 
life’. This is succeeded by a practical. discussion of the 
administration of family finance in a way that will min- 
ister to the “happiness and well-being of all.” The rela- 
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tionship of parents to growing children is given careful 
treatment. 

A more adequate review of the book will appear later 
in the BuLLETIN. Meanwhile readers will be glad to 
know that it can be had from the Abingdon Press at 50 
cents per copy. 


Peace Demonstration at Northfield 


The unprecedented spectacle of a dramatic demon- 
stration against war by the Northfield Missionary Con- 
ference was hailed by Rev. James Myers of the Federal 
Council of Churches of Christ in America in an address 
at the close of the Peace Parade as “an omen of pro- 
found significance in the religious crusade for a warless 
world.” 

The parade for peace, consisting of 20 units, started at 
Round Top, the grave of Dwight L. Moody, the noted 
evangelist, and wound its way through the village of 
East Northfield and back to the campus. The Cross 
carried aloft was borne in the front of the parade, fol- 
lowed by the massed colors of the Church, vested clergy, 
faculty and committee members, the massed flags of the 
nations, missionaries from many lands, nationals in native 
costume, students from the Northfield Schools, nurses 
from the Brattleboro Hospital, delegations from churches 
at Brattleboro, Greenfield, Holyoke, Northampton, Bel- 
lows Falls, Saxton’s River, Springfield, and Keene, and 
the 600 members of the Missionary Conference in denom- 
inational units. Salvation Army bands from Greenfield 
and Athol played. 

It was dark by the time the parade returned to the 
campus, but the headlights of automobiles flooded the 
field where the closing exercises were held. Mr. Myers 
in his short address said that “missionaries have ever 
been the shock troops of religion. They are Christians 
unafraid. They know how to face loneliness, misun- 
derstanding, persecution, danger, martyrdom, and death 
in the supreme loyalty to Christ. As the Church turns 
now with missionary zeal and courage and sacrifice to 
the high adventure of the abolition of war, we may look 
forward with renewed assurance to the final victory of 
peace and goodwill among men.” 

With hands upraised the 2000 people pledged them- 
selves in the following affirmation: “Because I cannot 
reconcile the Way of Christ with the practice of war, I 
pledge myself before God to work for the abolition of 
war as a method for settling international disputes and to 
insist upon the use by all governments of the machinery 
of peace to maintain international justice and good-will.” 


(77> WANTED! 
CHRISTIAN WORKERS EVERYWHERE 


Sell ““Go To Church Seals.” 90 cents profit every dollar sale. 
Send Ten Cents for saleable dollar sample and sales plan. 
None free. Help yourself and help the church. This is biggest 
money-maker of the year. Send today, NOW! 

J. F. SNYDER, PUBLISHER, 110 Crestmont St., Reading, Pa. 
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Historic Brooklyn Churches Merge 


The recent merger of the Clinton Avenue Congrega- 
tional Church and the Simpson Methodist Episcopal 
Church, of Brooklyn, N. Y., in the Clinton Avenue Com- 
munity Church is a significant illustration of a new 
trend in Protestantism. From the standpoints of econ- 
omy and more efficient work for the Kingdom of God, 
and as an experiment in Christian goodwill and unity, the 
merger of these two historic churches seemed to be the 
thing to do. All the best interests of both denominations, 
which have been wrought out through the years, will be 
conserved through the benevolent enterprises of each 
church, while at the same time the local and community 
_work will be greatly enhanced and enlarged through the 
joint codperation of the two groups. 

The plan of the merger is a simple one. When we 
talked it over we asked ourselves whether a merger was 
a move in the right direction, and having answered that 
question in the affirmative, we set out with this larger aim 
in mind, and permitted whatever obstacles and problems 
might be presented in the future to be settled as we ap- 
proached them. 

The outward effects of the merger were at once mani- 
fest. On the six Wednesday evenings during the Lenten 
Season we worshipped together, and the attendances 
filled the lecture room. Immediately upon coming to- 
gether in April for the first Sunday worship, the attend- 
ance was more than doubled, and on Easter Sunday it 
was necessary to hold two morning services in order to 
accommodate the people. Plans are being laid for a 
large program of activities for the coming year, and we 
are anticipating increased devotion, a revival of the true 
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spirit of evangelism, and larger interest in church wor- 
ship. There is a decided ambition to allow no pettiness 
to interfere with what both the ministers of the church 
and the laity regard as a genuine Christian enterprise 
which looks far beyond sectarianism. 

FREDERICK K. STAMM. 


New Booklet on Annuities 


Under the auspices of the subcommittee on annuities 
appointed by the Federal Council’s Committee on Finan- 
cial and Fiduciary Matters, a 36-page booklet entitled 
“Annuity Agreements of Charitable Organizations” has 
just come from press. It presents the papers submitted 
to a conference last November on annuity rates and the 
federal taxation of annuities. The booklet, as edited 
by Dr. Ernest F. Hall, Chairman of the Committee on 
Annuities, is an invaluable compendium of authoritative 
information for those charged with overseeing annuity 
programs of religious organizations. It sells for 50 cents 
and can be ordered through the Federal Council. 


Lutherans in Paris 


Differing from “world” gatherings of various com- 
munions, the Lutheran World Convention, which is to 
meet for its third conference in Paris October 13-20, this 
year, is an intensive consultative gathering of church 
leaders from the various countries where the Lutheran 
faith is actively organized. There will not be more than 
one hundred delegates and visitors in attendance. They 
will come from about twenty-seven countries. Stress 
will be laid in the deliberations upon the theme, “Luther- 
anism and the World Crisis.” 


Labor Sunday Message, 1935 


(Issued by the Executive Committee of the Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in America, 
through its Department of the Church and Social Service.) 


OR OVER five years the people of this 
land have suffered untold hardship. 
Millions have vainly sought work. Some 
20,000,000 men, women and children have 
been thrown upon public relief. Other mil- 
lions have lived in constant fear of the 
same fate. In city, town and country, 
many American families have been reduced 
to living standards unprecedented in our 
history. All this has produced strife and 
bitterness. Both in our great cities and in 
rural areas labor unrest, strikes and lock- 
outs have grown in number and severity. 
In many areas troops have been called out. 
Armed bands have sought to intimidate 
those who would protest against their con- 
ditions of labor. Scores have been killed 
and hundreds have been injured in these 
conflicts. But this crisis is not confined to 
our own land. In nearly all countries the 
outlook is similar. Governments have 
seemed powerless to solve the problems 
created by modern civilization. And over 
all there hangs the constant threat of war 
fought with the devastating weapons 
created by science. 


The churches of America have not been 
and cannot be indifferent to this situation. 
They cannot pass by on the other side and 
say it is not their concern. The Founder 
of their faith declared that He came that 
men might have life and have it abund- 
antly. The conditions under which men 
live and secure their food, clothing and 
shelter in no small measure affect their spir- 
itual as well as their physical well-being. 
Men may justly ask today for some word 
of hope and counsel in this fearful time. 
Especially may those who toil look to the 
disciples of the Carpenter of Nazareth 
who said: Come unto me all ye that labor 
and are heavy laden. The organized oppo- 
sition to the Christian Church today is in 
no small measure due to its failure ade- 
quately to meet a justified expectation. 

But in the midst of our suffering a glo- 
rious truth shines clear. For the first time 
in human history, man has the technical 
knowledge to solve his economic problem. 
He can at last provide sufficient material 
goods for an abundant life. Since the 
depression the researches of scientists and 


engineers, the findings of private and gov- 
ernmental commissions, have been reiterat- 
ing this same basic fact. The natural re- 
sources of the United States of America 
and the industrial and agricultural equip- 
ment are sufficient to give every man, wom- 
an and child the material basis for the 
good life. Recent governmental estimates 
and other authoritative studies have indi- 
cated that had our plant been used to ca- 
pacity in 1929 over $4,000 in goods and 
services could have been supplied to every 
American family. Nevertheless, 16,000,000 
American families, or nearly two-thirds of 
our people, actually received in that year 
less than $2,000. That was six years ago. 
Since then inventions and improvements in 
technological processes have marched stead- 
ily on. The clear truth is that from a 
purely physical, engineering point of view 
we could now produce enough fully and 
completely to banish poverty. Vet, in 
spite of this potential plenty, restricted pro- 
duction in both industry and agriculture 
is the rule, while devastating poverty and 
unemployment continue. We have the nat- 
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ural resources; we have the machinery; 
we can produce enough for all. This good 
news must be proclaimed to every worker 
with hand or brain. 

Effective means must be found to erad- 
icate sins of selfishness and to make this 
abundance available for all. The solution 
of the deplorable maladjustments in dis- 
tribution is adequate income for the mass- 
es and security of employment. Only by a 
more equalized ability to purchase can the 
anomaly of want in the midst of abundance 
be solved. To achieve such an end new 
forms of social control must be designed. 
New ways must be found. 

But these new ways cannot be found 
unless men are free to discusss frankly 
and openly the problems before them. We 
rejoice in the great American principle of 
free speech and press which is enthroned in 
our federal and state constitutions. This 
principle has its roots in the Christian faith. 
We would solemnly point out that the 
changes which must come in our economic 
set-up can come peaceably only if the 
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channels of communication are kept open. 
True Americans and true Christians must 
be ever alert to repel any attempt to de- 
prive them of these civil rights so impor- 
tant in a democracy. Moreover, they must 
champion these rights for the weakest 
among us, for if one group be suppressed 
it will only be a question of time until such 
suppression is extended to all who dare 
voice opposition to those temporarily in 
power. 

Again it is important on this Labor Sun- 
day, as we extend our greetings to the 
toilers of the nation, to point out the basic 
importance of organization. Employers 
have found it decidedly to their benefit to 
band themselves together for mutual aid 
and counsel. It is equally important that 
the men who labor should band them- 
selves together that they, too, may bar- 
gain collectively through their own freely 
chosen representatives. We rejoice that 
the churches have gone on record in their 
Social Ideals for 

“The right of employees and employ- 
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ers alike to organize for collective bar- 
gaining and social action; protection 
of both in the exercise of this right; 
the obligation of both to work for the 
public good; encouragement of coop- 
eratives and other organizations among 
farmers and other groups.” 
Such organization of those who labor with 
hand or brain is essential if justice for all 
is to be achieved. It is good to recall that 
the American labor leader, Samuel Gomp- 
ers, declared: “I have been jealous that the 
American labor movement should never 
lose its character of a great crusade for 
human justice.” 

Finally, the churches must ceaselessly 
proclaim that out of the heart are the 
issues of life. True religion must stand 
always not only against exploitation but 
against the very desire to exploit. The 
Christian religion demands now and must 
always demand that both human hearts 
and human institutions be controlled and 
judged by that mind which was in Christ 
Jesus. 


NEWS OF CHRISTIAN COOPERATION 


New Leader for Massachusetts 


Co6éperation 


Rev. Frank Jennings, minister of the 
Church of the Master (Baptist), Cleve- 
land, Ohio, has accepted the call to become 
the Executive Secretary of the Massachu- 
setts Council of Churches and also of the 
Boston Federation of Churches. Dr. Jen- 
nings will be the first executive of the 
Massachusetts state organization under the 
new arrangement which brought about the 
merger of the Massachusetts Federation of 
Churches and the Massachusetts Council 
of Religious Education in a unified body. 

Dr. Jennings has had highly successful 
experience both as a pastor and as a 
worker among students. During the past 
summer he has been an exchange preacher 
in Scotland. He takes up his new work 
in Massachusetts on October first. 


Brooklyn Deals With 
Neglected Areas 


A recent publication of the Brooklyn 
Church and Mission Federation outlines a 
program for dealing with the sections of 
the city which are known to be “centers 
of wretchedness, misery and crime.” A 
typical situation illustrating the weakness 
of separate Protestant approaches is given 
in the following paragraph: 


“In one area of only twenty blocks 
there is, the police, surveys, and statis- 
tics tell us, greater social menace and 
more poverty and suffering than in any 
similar limited territory in this part of 
the United States. Six different missions 
are maintained there by various denom- 
inational bodies, but most of them are 
serving with relative inefficiency because 
of limited equipment and lack of funds. 
Each organization has made appropria- 
tions for this work as it has been able, 
but no one church can concentrate suf- 
ficient strength in that one spot to ac- 
complish much.” 


In place of this “diffused and weak” 
approach the Federation proposes that 
each denomination concentrate its city 
missionary service in one needy area. At 
a special meeting of the Federation held on 
May 14, 1935, it was voted to encourage 
participating denominations to find a way 
to divide up the “danger spots” in Brook- 
lyn on a mutually satisfactory basis. It is 
hoped that this policy will result in one 
strong Protestant church or missionary 
center in each “liability area.” 


New York Has 
Further Merger 


The New York State Council of 
Churches and Religious Education, which 
came into existence about a year ago, as 
a merger of two former organizations, has 
been strengthened by the action of the 
Lord’s Day League of New York State in 
seeking a merger with the combined body. 
This further merger was approved at, a 
meeting of the Council’s administrative 
committee held in Albany on June 4. 

The annual convention of the New York 
State Council of Churches and Religious 
Education will be held in two sections in 
the Fall: the western section at James- 
town, N. Y., October 11 to 13, and the 
eastern section at Oneonta, October 13 to 
15. Among the distinguished speakers al- 
ready secured for the convention are Dr. 
Albert W. Beaven, Bishop Francis J. Mc- 
Connell, Bishop W. H. Rogers, and Dr. 
Allan Knight Chalmers. 


Canada Celebrates Ten 
Years of Union 

The United Church of Canada this year 
marks the completion of ten years of ex- 
istence as a united body. A brochure of 30 
pages entitled “Ten Years of Union” has 
been published by the Tenth Anniversary 
Celebration Committee and can be had 
from its office at 299 Queen Street West, 


Toronto, at $5.00 per 100 copies. The 
document includes a series of nine articles 
by outstanding Canadian leaders, dealing 
with the historical background of the 
United Church, its experience under union, 
its work in missions, education and social 
service, and other aspects of its life. A 
final chapter surveys the prospects for “the 
next ten years.” 


Archbishop of York 
Coming to America 

The Archbishop of York (Dr. William 
Temple), known throughout the world as 
one of the foremost leaders both in Chris- 
tian thought and in Christian work, is to 
make his first visit to America in Decem- 
ber. One of his important engagements 
will be at the Twelfth Quadrennial Con- 
vention of the Student Volunteer Move- 
ment, which is to be held in Indianapolis, 
December 28 to January 1. He is also to 
fill a series of engagements at several uni- 
versities and at Episcopal cathedrals. He 
has set aside one day for an unhurried 
conference with the leaders of the various 
communions who are most deeply inter- 
ested in the ecumenical movement in its 
various forms, especially the World Con- 
ference on Faith and Order, the Universal 
Christian Council for Life and Work, and 
the World Alliance for International 
Friendship Through the Churches. The 
arrangements for Dr. Temple are being 
made by the Rt. Rev. James DeWolf 
Perry, Presiding Bishop of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church. 


Jane Addams 
Memorial Fund 


To continue Hull House, Chicago, in the 
spirit of Jane Addams, whose recent death 
has meant a national loss, a movement has 
been launched for a Jane Addams Mem- 
orial Fund. During her lifetime Miss 
Addams obtained from friends or gave 
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from her own resources about thirty 
thousand dollars a year, one-third of the 
annual budget of Hull House. It is hoped 
that a sum can now be raised, the income 
from which will replace Miss Addam’s con- 
tribution to the work she founded and 
loved. 

Hull House has been a social laboratory 
where experiments have been conducted of 
benefit not only..to Chicago but to the 
whole country. It was, for example, a 
pioneer in experiments and research from 
which have come the juvenile court and 
the widespread establishment of play- 
grounds. Subscriptions may be made to 
Louise DeKoven Bowen, Treasurer, 800 
South Halsted Street, Chicago. 


Interdenominational Bureau of 


Architecture a Year Old 


The first year of a three-year try-out 
of the Bureau of Architecture as a co- 
operative interdenominational enterprise 
ended on June 1. During the year, 
although the Bureau was operating on a 
very small budget, churches of seventeen 
denominations received counsel in their 
building and improvement problems. The 
Director of the Bureau, Rev. Elbert M. 
Conover, traveled 36,500 miles, visiting 
individual churches and lecturing with 
stereopticon views to various groups, con- 
ferences, theological seminaries, etc. Hun- 
dreds of letters, blue-prints of sample 
plans and booklets were mailed out. The 
architects formerly connected with the de- 
nominational bureaus acted as consulting 
architects without expense to the Bureau. 


Codperative Enterprise at 
Grand Coulee Dam 


Seven denominations are codperating in 
the support of an interdenominational re- 
ligious program at Grand Coulee, at the 
site of the Grand Coulee Dam in the State 
of Washington. This support provides for 
a religious worker and helps toward the 
erection of a chapel building. The Dam 
is being built by the Reclamation Bureau 
of the Department of the Interior and is 
expected to take from five to ten years to 
complete. The work will employ about 
four thousand men. Rev. Roy H. Murray 
has been appointed by the Washington 
Council of Churches and Christian Educa- 
tion for this work. 


Loyalty Days October 5 and 6 


Loyalty Sunday, October 6 (Saturday, 
October 5, for Sabbatarians and Jews), 
will be promoted by the National Com- 
mittee for Religion and Welfare Recovery 
in order to enlist the active aid of 
Protestants of all denominations as well as 
of leaders in other faiths in getting people 
back into churches and synagogues. The 
slogan of the Committee is: “Every Mem- 
ber Present or Accounted For,”? and “every 
citizen is cordially invited, and every mem- 
ber confidently expected to attend divine 
worship in church or synagogue.” <A book- 
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let giving quotations from four Presidents 
of the United States on the importance 
of religion in the national life, as well as 
other helpful material, may be secured 
from the National Committee for Religion 
and Welfare Recovery, 60 East 42nd 
Street, New York. 


National Committee on 400th 
Anniversary of English Bible 


Announcement has been made of the 
formation of a national committee to 
sponsor the commemoration of the four-- 
hundredth anniversary of the first printed 
English Bible. Dr. John H. Finley, speak- 
ing for the group, says: “On October 4, 
1535, the first printed English Bible, a 
translation by Myles Coverdale, was is- 
sued from the press. During the four cen- 
turies since that date, it has not only sur- 
passed in circulation any other book in the 
world, but has profoundly influenced the 
lives of peoples and the ideals of govern- 
ments.” 

The personnel of the National Commit- 
tee is as follows: James Rowland Angell, 
Martha Berry, Mrs. Calvin Coolidge, John 
H. Finley, Madame Louise Homer, Fred- 
erick M. Hunter, Helen Keller, Howard A. 
Kelly, M.D., Charles H. Mayo, M.D., 
Robert A. Millikan, Robert R. Moton, 
John R. Mott, William Lyon Phelps, Fred 
W. Sargent, Honorable Morris Sheppard, 
Robert E. Speer, Lorado Taft, John J. 
Tigert, William Allen White, Curtis D. 
Wilbur, Mary E. Woolley, Owen D. 
Young, and the Presidents and Managers 
of the American Bible Society. 


Influence of the 
Religious Press 


In a statement sent to the Editorial 
Council of the Religious Press at its an- 
nual meeting in Washington, Clifford P. 
Morehouse, editor of the Living Church, 
says: 


“T had occasion recently to make a study 
of a number of our papers for presenta- 
tion of the subject of the religious press 
to a graduate class in journalism at 
Marquette University. I took the Feb- 
ruary issues of about a dozen of the 
leading church papers and analyzed their 
treatment of various current topics in 
contrasts to the treatment of the same 
topics by the secular press. As a result 
of this study it was borne home to me 
more closely than ever before that the 
religious press has a special mission in 
the presentation of a liberal, forward- 
looking policy with regard to such mat- 
ters, uninfluenced by the pressure of 
special interests through advertising or 
other means of control or intimidation. 
Moreover, though even our combined 
circulation is relatively small, it reaches 
an important element in the leadership 
of American thought through the clergy 
and influential laymen and so its mes- 
sage is multiplied many times over.” 


SCHAUFFLER SCHOOL, A COLLEGE FOR WOMEN 


Religious Education, Missionary Training, Social Work—Degrees of B.S. in R. E. and B.S. in So- 


cial Work. 


International—Interracial—Interdenominational; Scientific in Method; Evangelistic in 


Spirit. Terms Moderate. Generous Self-Help for those in need. Write R. G. Clapp, 5115 Fowler 
Ave., Cleveland, O., for Catalog. Checks solicited for expenses and endowment. 
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AMONG THE BEST NEW BOOKS 


That Other America 


By Joun A. Mackay 


Friendship Press. $1.00 cloth; 60 cents 
paper. 


Dr. Mackay, an honor Master of Arts 
of Aberdeen University, student at Prince- 
ton Theological Seminary and at the Insti- 
tute of Historical Studies in Madrid, Doc- 
tor of Letters of the University of San 
Marcos in Lima, Peru, missionary of the 
Free Church of Scotland, took his first 
honors in mental philosophy, has served 
as Professor of Metaphysics and the His- 
tory of Modern Philosophy in Lima, and 
traveled widely through Latin America 
for seven years, spending two of them in 
Mexico by request of Mexican. intellectuals 
as an interpreter of Christianity. 

While Protestant as well as Scottish, Dr. 
Mackay is first of all Christian. Referring 
to our continent, the pervading note of his 
volume is that “this America and the other 
must become one in Christ or look forward 
to being one in sorrow,” and, if I may 
venture an opinion, I feel that had John 
Mackay been in Mexico for the last three 
years, the course of that country might 
have given me a different story to write 
than that of my “Chaos in Mexico.” 

Dr. Mackay reminds us, first, that even 
cultured people in the United States know 
less of our continent than they do of Asia 
and that our Christian people are “piti- 
fully ignorant of the spiritual problems 
and longings” of our brethren to the south 
of us and on our borders. Dr. Mackay 
goes deeper than officiality: “What we 
have in mind is rather the establishment 
of a corporate fellowship among people 
belonging to all nations on the continent, 
of such a quality that it shall express the 
true meaning and end of life.” This “life 
can be expressed in three ways .. . first 
as the acquisition of objects, second as fel- 
lowship with other selves, and third as 
loyalty to God.” 

The United States has fulfilled the im- 
pulse to acquisitiveness—taking territory, 
bombarding ports, violating sovereignty, 
taking forceful possession of zones, sup- 
plying munitions to encourage and sustain 
conflict, imposing a political ‘“Doctrine’— 
inciting fear, jealousy, and pride. 

But how about “fellowship”? It has 
gone some distance—sports are a mutual 
ground, we are learning to “think to- 
gether,” we have cultural exchange, co- 
operative health. “What Latin Americans 
want more than anything else in the polit- 
ical realm is to be left alone to work out 
their own destiny, freed forever from the 
specter of intervention from the north.” 

But above all we must “disavow any 
other imperialism than that of the love of 
Christ,”” a fellowship “grounded in the 
reality of Christ,” and discountenance 
every effort to influence others that is not 
consonant with the spirit of Christ. 

We are given both sides of the story 
under the striking title of “Latin American 
Peaks and Caverns.” The moral assets 
and liabilities of our neighbors are clearly 


analyzed, just as our own might be and 
perhaps with as good a showing as ours, 
in view of history. 

Then there are also the “Smoking Cra- 
ters”—revolutions with their generally high 
ideals of social redemption and education, 
“the sacredness of collectivity,’ the new 
totalitarianism, anti-religion, illustrated 
just now by Mexico. In his estimate of 
the revolutionary frescoes by Rivera and 
Orozco he overlooks their terrible carica- 
tures of religious symbols which are as 
much Christian as Catholic. Nevertheless, 
without being unfair, he reminds us of 
those policies of the Roman Catholic 
Church which explain, though not justify- 
ing, the present atheistic trend in Mexico. 

Proceeding south to Peru, the “new re- 
volt of youth’ with its “strong ethical 
urge” is vividly portrayed. While anti- 
clerical, this movement is not anti-reli- 
gious. In all this our author believes that 
“the sense of God is breaking over the 
continent.” 

“Protestant Christianity is necessary... 
even if it were for no other reason than 
to compel the Roman Catholic Church to 
face the need of a spiritual reformation.” 
“Evangelical mirrors’? are held before us 
to reveal the methods and personal forces 
needed. The approach must be “unequiv- 
ocally religious.’ The evangelical must 
learn to think both historically and in 
terms of mental sympathy. Christ must 
be exalted. Finally, “Let all contacts be- 
tween the Americas be Christianized. Let 
us face the full implications of being 
Christian.” 

The very titles and illustrations of this 
volume compel our thinking and expand 
the brief two hundred pages. Its message 
earlier might even have prevented or at 
least modified the present anti-religious 
trend. John Mackay ought to be freed 
from some administrative drudgery and 
from Presbyterian walls and placed at the 
disposal of the Federal Council and the 
International Missionary Council, to sup- 
plement and enlarge and add his personal 
qualities to the unselfish and splendid serv- 
ice of Samuel Guy Inman. Indeed, how 
often I wish that such men could be given 
by the denominations to the Church at 
large! Cs; Mie 


Toward Understanding Japan 


By Swney L. Gurickx 
Macmillan Co. $2.00 


For obvious reasons, Japan is the one 
country in all the world which Americans 
especially need to understand. Probably no 
one is better qualified than Dr. Sidney L. 
Gulick to open windows for us toward the 
land of the Rising Sun. 

For many years Dr. Gulick resided in 
Japan, at a time when the people of that 
country were in the midst of their most 
active and successful efforts to qualify as 
a modern nation. Therefore, he knows 
his subject. He knows the aspirations of 
the Japanese people. Being in educational 
work in Japan, he enjoyed intimate asso- 
ciation with many of the thought-leaders 
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C oKESBUR 


NEW FALL BOOKS 


SPECIAL DAY SERMONS 


WITH WORSHIP OUTLINES 
By Wm. H. Leach and J. W. G. Ward 


A new book offering to any preacher a wealth 
of preaching help for nineteen special days of 
the Church and secular year: 

Labor Day .. . Armistice Sunday . . . Thanks- 
giving... Advent Sunday... Christmas... The 
Old Year... The New Year... Washington’s 
Birthday . . . Loyalty Sunday . . . Palm Sun- 
day . . . Good Friday ... Easter . . . Ascen- 
sion Day . . . Pentecost . . . Mother’s Day 
Memorial Day .. . Foreign Missions Sunday 
- . - Children’s Day . . . Independence Day. 


In addition to the sermons and the many fine 
illustrations which they contain, each special 
day sermon is supplemented with worship pro- 
grams for the day; Specially chosen organ and 
choir selections; hymns appropriate to the day; 
fitting Old and New Testament lessons; special- 
day prayers; etc. 330 pages. $2 


CHAPEL TALKS 
By Elbert Russell 


The dean of the School of Religion, Duke Univ., 
in a series of 62 chapel talks to the inquiring 
student body, graduate students, ministers, 
and members of the faculty. Each “talk’’ con- 
tains a definite sermon germ and each has at 
least one crystal-clear illustration from life, 
literature, or the Scriptures—all of which will 
furnish any minister with a fund of sermon 
ideas and preaching material of a high order. 
222 pages. 1 


SERMONS ON OLD 
TESTAMENT HERCES 


By Clarence E. Macartney 


In this new series of sermons Dr. Macartney 
returns to his real preaching forte—that of 
clothing Biblical personalities with flesh and 

ood and making them live and speak to us 
helpfully for the needs of our day. Their 
mountain peaks of courage, boldness, and mag- 
nificent faith are unforgettably pictured. The 
lessons from their moments of weakness, cow- 
ardice, deception, and sin are driven home. 
With very few omissions, the major characters 
of the Old Testament are included among Dr. 
Macartney’s eighteen sermons. 247 pages. $1.50 


A BOOK OF PRAYERS 
FOR YOUNG PEOPLE 


By Richard K. Morton 


Here are 121 prayers—a rich loaf of spiritual 
food, guidance of a high order for youth’s indi- 
vidual and group devotions. The prayers are 
grouped under eight headings—Prayers of the 
Christian Life, Prayers for Young People’s 
Meetings, Prayers for Students, Prayers for 
Business and Professional Workers, Prayers 
for Summer Camps and Outings, Prayers for 
Summer Schools, Prayers for Conferences. In 
many ways a book that will enrich the devo- 
tional life and Christian purpose of youth, 
Their pastors and counselors will also find it 
highly useful. 146 pages. Gift Binding. 75 cents 


STORY SERMONS FOR 
BOYS AND GIRLS 


By Charles Nicholas Thorp 


It can be safely asserted that no more interest- 
ing Bible-centered story-sermon preaching can 
be found than the thirty-seven story sermons 
which Dr. Thorp offers preachers and _junior- 
church leaders in this book. From Noah to 
Paul, the Bible personalities whom children 
love are used as ideals for character, thought 
and deed. In each sermon the application is to 
the present—after the Biblical setting and the 
story are painted. 175 pages. $1 
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of the empire. Speaking the Japanese lan- 
guage and being a close student of Japan- 
ese history, he was able to understand the 
Japanese viewpoint and is now able to in- 
terpret it correctly. Yet he is not swayed 
unduly by such experiences. He has given 
us a book that is critical as well as friend- 
ly; that deals with facts just as they are. 

Nearly twenty-five years ago Dr. Gulick 
sensed the serious conditions which threat- 
ened the traditional friendship between 
Japan and America. He realized what was 
involved, and in the highest sense dedicated 
his life to the promotion of international 
understanding, particularly between Japan 
and America. 

If one is anxious to secure a. comprehen- 
sive, succinct treatment of the Far Eastern 
situation and America’s connection with it, 
both in the past and at present, and is par- 
ticularly interested in Japanese-American 
relationships, let him lay hold of this book. 
Within its 260 pages one finds an encyclo- 
pedia of information, which cannot fail to 
impress him, on such topics as these: the 
yellow and the white races, Japan’s prob- 
lems and policies, the policies of the United 
States, the Asiatic exclusion movement, 
Japan’s international trade and relations to 
the outside world, and the prediction of 
war between Japan and America. Then 
follow the outlines of a constructive policy 
for facing the delicate situation. 

Dr. Gulick does not fail to call full at- 
tention to the loss which Japan has sus- 
tained in the eyes of the world by reason 
of apparent violation of certain interna- 
tional agreements and the treatment ac- 
corded China, including movements in 
Manchuria and Shanghai. 

Anyone wishing a compendium of facts 
with reference to relations between Japan 
and America which has been compiled by 
a close observer and student of affairs who 
probably knows the facts in the case as 
fully and as accurately as any living man, 
and who tries to interpret those facts in 
friendly spirit, but at the same time frankly 
and fearlessly, should obtain this volume. 


James H. FRANKLIN. 


The Church Architecture of 
Protestantism, An Historical 
and Constructive Study 
By Rey. LANDALE DrumMMOND 

$6.50. 


Pathetically few are the books on 
Protestant architecture. Hence this com- 
prehensive and much alive book is a 
notable event in modern church history. 

It is written from the standpoint of a 
churchman who realizes, as many other 
people are beginning to realize, that 
Protestant churches can continue to wor- 
ship, preach and teach in ugly or unin- 
telligently and irreverently designed struc- 
tures, unworthy even to be dedicated as 
churches, only with an accumulating loss 
of reverence, devotion, evangelistic results 
and general effectiveness. 

America occupies much space in The 
Church Architecture of Protestantism. 
Although we realize how very difficult it 


Charles Scribner’s Sons. 


is to secure an adequate supply of repro- 
ducible photographs, and although the 
book is abundantly illustrated, still we 
wish there could have been some addi- 
tional pictures of excellent modern Ameri- 
can buildings. Space is taken up with 
two or three Post-Richardson monstrosi- 
ties, but we suppose that these horrors 
are necessary to show our British brethren 
to what a low state religious art had fallen 
in the land of the free and the home of 
Hearstism. Nevertheless, the book is most 
fair and eminently well-balanced. We are 
shown some types of materialistic modern- 
ism, now being perpetrated in Europe— 
from which the Good Lord deliver us! 

After mentioning the excellent work of 
the city federations of churches the 
author suggests the wonderful possibilities 
in American cities for Protestant cathedrals 
“with united churches behind them” (to 
quote Dr. Von Ogden Vogt of Chicago). 
The treatment of the skyscraper church 
will seem somewhat shocking to the minds 
of certain Americans. It is even hinted 
(horrible jab!) that here is found a means 
of serving both God and mammon! 

Just a list of the great wealth of sub- 
jects treated in this book indicates the 
strength of toil put into it and reveals its 
indispensability : 

The Evolution of the Christian Church 
from Various Origins. 

Achievements of America 
Building. 

Architectural Modernism in Progressive 
Protestantism. 

Art and Religion in the Light of the 
Incarnation. 

The Bearing of Psychology on Church 
Architecture. 

Church Building 
Community Life. 

Worship in Perspective. 

Traditionalism or Modernism ? 

The Liberal Synthesis of Traditionalism 
and Modernism. 

The Religious Arts. 

Practical Suggestions for Improvement 
of Unsatisfactory Buildings. 

E. M. Conover. 
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August Selection of 
Religious Book Club 


HISTORY AND 
INTERPRETATION 
IN THE GOSPELS 


By R. H. LicHtFoor 


The latest book on the fascinat- 
ing subject of form criticism. 
“Professor Lightfoot of Oxford, 
in this scholarly volume, has ex- 
pounded clearly and reverently 
the present tendency of German 
thought on the Four Gospels. 
The book will give a shock to 
many, but it is far better that 
we should know the conclusions 
to which continental scholars are 
being driven.” — Dean W. R. 
Inge. $3.00 


THE FUTURE LIFE 
By F. A. M. SPENCER 


A definitive work on Immortality. 
The Gospel of the Resurrection 
is here interpreted as compatible 
with the secular progress of man- 
kind, giving the clue to some of 
the dark problems of human ex- 
istence. 320 pages. $3.00 


CHAOS IN MEXICO 


The Conflict of Church and 
State 


By CuHares S. MACFARLAND 


“Dr. Macfarland’s book should 
be of interest to any student of 
foreign politics and to anyone 
who wishes a clear, unbiased 
view of what is happening inside 
the house of our southern neigh- 
bor.”—Review of Reviews. $2.00 


HEARING THE 
UNHEARD 


By Merton S. Rice 


The 35th book in Harpers 
Monthly Pulpit by the pastor of 
the Metropolitan Methodist 
Episcopal Church, Detroit. Ten 
sermons. $1.00 


THRONE ROOMS 


By Garus GLENN ATKINS 


The 36th book in Harpers 
Monthly Pulpit by the well- 
known author and Professor of 
Homiletics in Auburn Theological 
Seminary. Ten sermons. $1.00 


Ask your bookseller to show 
you the latest Harper editions 
of the famous Bagster Bibles. 


Harper & Brothers 


NEW YORK 
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CHRISTIAN S. S. LITERATURE 


Sunday School Quarterlies and Papers 


following the 


International Uniform Lesson Topics 


Also an 
ADVANCED S. S. QUARTERLY 


Sunday School Officials will receive free 
sample pack on application 


Address 


UNION GOSPEL PRESS 
Box 6059 Cleveland, Ohio 
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The Religious Conflict 
in Germany 


Its Sources, the Issues at Stake and 
the Significance of its Results are 
graphically described in 


The New Church and the 
New Germany 


A Study of Church and State 
By CHARLES S. MACFARLAND 


A former Attorney General says: 


““A Supreme Court Judge could not 


have made a better analysis.” 


POSTPAID $2.25 


ACME BOOK SERVICE 
287 Fourth Avenue New York City 
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.- ABINGDON 
SHIPS OF PEARL 


By F. W. Boreman 


A fascinating collection of impressions gathered in irre- 
sponsible hours when the author seemed to monopolize 
the sunshine, together with impressions gleaned in 
graver moments when pursuing the serious business of 
living. Net, $1.75, postpaid 


MEN OF ZEAL 


The Romance of American 
Methodist Beginnings 


By William Warren Sweet 


A scholar who devotes his time exclusively to the study 
of American Church History here makes more intelli- 
gible the Methodist movement in America by tracing 
the lives of those men and women who were primarily 
responsible for its beginnings. Net, $2.00, postpaid 


PREACHING THE 
APOCALYPSE 


By Daniel Russell 


Written primarily for clergymen who, for any reason, 
have not yet fully realized the rich treasures of the 
Book of Revelation, which, when rightly apprehended, 
yields abundantly the essential stuff of convincing and 
uplifting pulpit discourse. Net, $2.00, postpaid 


LUKE THE 
EVANGELIST 


A Study of His Purpose 


By Wilfrid L. Hannam 


Of this beautifully written and unique study of St. 
Luke, Sir Josiah Stamp, G.C.B., the distinguished 
British economist, says: “The real scholarship of the 
book, combined with its extremely fresh approach, 
should make it a mine of interest and a new outlook 
for minds and experiences of all types.” 

Net, $1.50, postpaid 


THE HEBREW 
HERITAGE 


A Study of Israel’s Cultural and 
Spiritual Origins 


By Charles W. Harris 


Though in a way this is a study of the cultures of the 
Near East, the author’s special interest lies in their 
relation to "Israel. Laymen and college men will appre- 
ciate this clear presentation of the subject. 

Net, $2.50, postpaid 


At the Better Bookshops 
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ization is required. 


.0O 
607° a month for permanent disability. 


Complete Coverage PLUS 
Sound Investment 


Wouldn’t you like to know what a small 
systematic saving will do for you and yours 6 


Just fill and mail the coupon—No obligation, No Agent, 
No trouble 
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